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does it then seem to screen all royal action from public
examination, We are told that the Crown is of pivotal
importance to our retention of India, for example; and it
is assumed that, without its pageantry, our power over
the Indian mind would somehow diminish.
It is not necessary to deny the value of either pageantry
or symbolism to doubt whether this is the case. It 'is
relevant in this connection to remember that the elevation
of the Crown's imperial prestige dates from the discovery
of the commercial value of India; we did not hear of this
aspect of its importance when the colonies were "like
wretched mill-stones round our necks/' The unity of the
empire will be maintained so long as it is valuable to its
constituent parts to maintain it. While that value persists,
the Crown will necessarily have value as the symbolic
representation of that unity. The part it plays in the
empire will be determined by the interplay of the poli-
tical and economic forces which now exercise a centri-
petal influence upon its inter-relations. No amount of
turgid rhetoric will conceal the fact that it has not, and
cannot have, an imperial policy of its own, What it says
and does will be what its ministers in the empire advise
it to say and do. The rise and fall of empires depend
on causes which a constitutional Monarch can do little to
influence, much less to control The more fully this is
realized, the clearer will be the perspective in which the
position of the King is reviewed.